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of the ultimate operational effective-
ness and suitability of weapon systems,
equipment, or munitions, or their com-
ponents. Operational testing of produc-
tion (or production-representative) ar-
ticles is intended to confirm that the
items actually tested are effective and
suitable for combat.

(b) A follow-on phase or phases of
operational testing on production sys-
tems, equipment, or munitions, or
their components are normally con-
ducted after the decision is made to
proceed beyond low rate initial produc-
tion to assess the operational effective-
ness and suitability of any changes
made in the systems, equipment, or
munitions, or their components.

§ 380.4 Responsibilities.
The Director of Operational Test and

Evaluation shall serve as the Principal
Staff Assistant and advisor to the Sec-
retary of Defense on OT&E in the De-
partment of Defense and the principal
OT&E official within the senior man-
agement of the Department of Defense.
In this capacity, the Director, OT&E,
shall:

(a) Prescribe policies and procedures
for the conduct of OT&E within the De-
partment of Defense.

(b) Provide advice and make rec-
ommendations to the Secretary of De-
fense, and issue guidance to and con-
sult with the heads of the DoD Compo-
nents with respect to OT&E in the De-
partment of Defense in general, and
with respect to specific OT&E to be
conducted in connection with a major
defense acquisition program.

(c) Designate selected special inter-
est weapons, equipment, or munitions
as major defense acquisition programs,
as the Director, OT&E considers appro-
priate to carry out section 136a of title
10 U.S.C. and the responsibilities func-
tions, and authorities assigned to the
Director, OT&E under this part. Such a
designation applies exclusively to the
implementation of section 136a of title
10 U.S.C and this part, and does not ex-
tend to other purposes for which the
term may be used outside of this con-
text.

(d) Develop systems and standards
for the administration and manage-
ment of approved OT&E plans for
major defense acquisition programs.

(e) Monitor and review all OT&E in
the Department of Defense to ensure
adherence to approved policies and
standards.

(f) Coordinate operational testing
conducted jointly by more than one
DoD Component.

(g) Coordinate Joint Operational Test
and Evaluation (JOT&E) programs to
obtain information pertinent to oper-
ational doctrine, tactics, and proce-
dures.

(h) Initiate plans, programs, actions,
and taskings to ensure that OT&E for
major defense acquisition programs is
designed to evaluate the operational
effectiveness and suitability of U.S.
military weapon systems.

(i) Review and make recommenda-
tions to the Secretary of Defense on all
budgetary and financial matters relat-
ing to OT&E, including operational
test facilities and equipment.

(j) Review and report to the Sec-
retary of Defense on the adequacy of
operational test planning, priorities,
support resources, execution, evalua-
tion, and reporting for major defense
acquisition programs while avoiding
unnecessary duplication.

(k) Promote coordination, coopera-
tion, and mutual understanding within
the Department of Defense and be-
tween the Department of Defense and
other federal agencies, state, local and
foreign governments, and the civilian
community with regard to OT&E mat-
ters.

(l) Serve on boards, committees, and
other groups pertaining to assigned
OT&E, and represent the Secretary of
Defense on OT&E matters outside the
Department of Defense.

(m) Execute such other related re-
sponsibilities as the Secretary of De-
fense may prescribe.

§ 380.5 Functions.
The Director, OT&E, shall carry out

the responsibilities described in § 380.4,
above, for all aspects of OT&E, to in-
clude the following functions:

(a) OT&E programs of the DoD Com-
ponents, to include their operational
test facilities and resources and the co-
ordination of Military Service OT&E
activities.

(b) JOT&E programs and Joint Mili-
tary Service operational testing.
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